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Choose an appropriate book       Choose an appropriate book  

from the following authors:         from the following series: 
    

     David Adler                  American Girls, by various authors 

 Matt Christopher         Arthur Chapter Books, by Krensky 

Johanna Hurwitz              Bailey School Kids, by Dadey 

   Peggy Parish                  Ballet Slippers, by Giff 

Jack Prelutsky (poetry)                       Calendar Mysteries, by Roy 

   Louis Sachar    Childhood of Famous Americans, by various authors                     

      Gertrude Chandler Warner              Clementine, by Pennypacker 

                Geronimo Stilton, by Stilton 

           Jenny Archer, by Conford  

                                    Judy Moody, by McDonald 

                                                                                       Shredderman, by Van Draanen 

Or choose a book from the list below: 
 

Title: Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears 

Author: Verna Aardema 

F&P Level: N 

Summary: Mosquito tells iguana such a preposterous tall tale that iguana puts sticks in his 

ears so he won't have to hear her nonsense. This causes a chain of events that upsets all 

the animals. When lion calls a council to solve the problem, the animals realize mosquito is 

at fault. To this day, mosquitoes whine in people's ears to ask if everyone is still angry. *Caldecott Medal 

 

Title: Poppy 

Author: Avi 

F&P Level: S 

Summary: Poppy the deer mouse urges her family to move next to a field of corn big 

enough to feed them all forever, but Mr. Ocax, a terrifying owl, has other ideas. 

 

 

Title: Summer of Riley 

Author: Eve Bunting 

F&P Level: R 

Summary: Shortly after he gets the perfect dog, Riley, eleven-year-old William must fight 

for his dog's life after Riley is taken away because he chases and injures an elderly 

neighbor's old horse. 
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Title: Clarice Bean, That’s Me 
Author: Lauren Child 

Summary: A girl describes the hectic life she leads among the members of her large 

family, and her search for a little peace and quiet. We also recommend other books in this 

series. 

 

 

Title: Jake Drake, Bully Buster 

Author: Andrew Clements 

F&P Level: O 

Summary: When Jake was three years old at Miss Lulu's Dainty Diaper Day Care Center, 

what did he know about bullies? Nothing. But he learned fast — too fast! Why? Because 

Jake is kind of smart, and he's not a tattletale, and he doesn't have a big brother to 

protect him. He's a perfect bully-magnet.  But now that Jake is in fourth grade, he can look back and see 

that the year that made the difference was second grade. That's when Link Baxter moved to town. Link 

was a SuperBully, and Jake had his hands full just trying to survive. Then it was class project time, and 

who did the teacher assign to be Link's partner? You guessed it. (We also recommend other books by 

this author.) 

 

Title: Gator Girls 

Author: Joanne Cole & Stephanie Calmenson 

F&P Level: L 

Summary: A beginning chapter book that will tickle children's funny bones. Alligator best 

friends Allie and Amy have big plans for their summer vacation together but are stymied 

when Allie's parents announce she is going to summer camp. They decide to cram all their 

outings into one day so they dash to the Swamp Street fair, to the swimming pool, and to the pizza 

parlor for their favorite dragonfly pizza. At every turn they run into their nemesis, the obnoxious 

Marvin. Finally, it's time to pack for camp, but things take a turn for the better when there's another 

opening at Camp Wogga-Bog and Amy can go too. The pair board the bus, only to discover that they will 

be spending the summer with Marvin! (We also recommend other books by this author.) 

 

 

Title: Third Grade Pet 

Author: Judy Cox 

F&P Level: N 

Summary: When her class adopts a rat as a pet, Rosemary is horrified. However, she 

quickly warms up to Cheese and soon finds herself trying to save him from the clutches 

of Brian, the class clown. To prevent the boy from harming the animal when it is his 

turn to take him overnight, she sneaks the creature out of school to her home. There, a host of new 

problems surface, including a curious baby brother. Realizing this is not a solution, Rosemary returns the 

pet to the classroom, making sure that Brian understands his responsibility for the animal's care. 
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Title: Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon 

Author: Paula Danziger 

F&P Level: N 

Summary: She may not be a crayon, but Amber Brown is certainly blue over the fact that 

her best friend, Justin Daniels, is moving away.  Friends since preschool, Amber and 

Justin do just about everything together. What's Amber going to do now that Justin's 

moving away? (We also recommend other books by this author.) 

 

Title: Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster 

Author: Debra Frasier 

Summary: Sage has misheard and misunderstood one of Mrs. Page's weekly vocabulary 

words. Her error leads to a humbling catastrophe: a momentous tragedy, in front of the 

entire class. Can Sage turn her vocabulary disaster: an event bringing great misfortune, 

into a triumph: a true success? 
 

 

Title: My Weird School #1: My Daisy is Crazy 

Author: Dan Gutman 

Summary: Second-grader A. J. hates school, but he has to admit that Miss Daisy isn't like 

any teacher he has had before. She enjoys watching TV and eating chocolate just like A. J., 

and she is always asking her students for help solving problems in math and spelling. She also 

takes A. J.'s suggestion to turn the school into a video-game arcade seriously. Principal Klutz agrees to 

"rent out" the school for a night (and wear a gorilla suit) if the children read a million pages. Can they do 

it? (We also recommend other books in this series. 

 

 

Title: Fairytale News 

Author: Colin Hawkins 

 Summary: The events of several familiar fairy tales get mixed up in the story of Jack, 

who takes a job delivering newspapers, until he finds his fortune at the top of a magic 

beanstalk. 

 

Title: Babymouse #1: Queen of the World 

Author: Jennifer Holm 

Summary: In this energetic graphic novel, Babymouse, a wise-cracking rodent stand-in for 

your average, adventure-seeking nine-year-old, strives to capture popular Felicia's goodwill, 

finally achieving her end at the expense of Wilson Weasel, truest of friends. But, wouldn't 

you know it, Felicia's world has little to offer a smart, fun-loving mouse, after all. (We also 

recommend other books in this series.) 

 

Title: Bunnicula: A Rabbit Tale of Mystery 

Author: James Howe 

F&P Level: Q 

Summary: It all starts when Harold's human family, the Monroes, goes to see the movie 

Dracula, and young Toby accidentally sits on a baby rabbit wrapped in a bundle on his seat. 

How could the family help but take the rabbit home and name it Bunnicula? Chester, the 
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literate, sensitive, and keenly observant family cat, soon decides there is something weird about this 

rabbit. Pointy fangs, the appearance of a cape, black-and-white coloring, nocturnal habits … it sure 

seemed like he was a vampire bunny. When the family finds a white tomato in the kitchen, sucked dry 

and colorless, well … Chester becomes distraught and fears for the safety of the family. But when 

Chester tries to make his fears known to the Monroes, he is completely misunderstood, and the results 

are truly hilarious. Is Bunnicula really a vampire bunny? (We also recommend other books in this series.) 

 

 

Title: The Curse of Snake Island #1: Pirate School 
Author: Brian James 

Summary: The pirate ship’s first mate, Rotten Tooth, sees Pete and his friends more as an 

annoyance than pirates in training. As the ship heads toward Snake Island, Pete has an 

idea to earn some respect—if the kids can find the hidden treasure before the grown-ups, 

then they’ll have to be taken seriously! Only one problem: The treasure is guarded by a 

giant snake that curses anyone who looks in its eyes. Can the pirate kids find the treasure, 

earn the pirates’ respect, and escape certain death? (We also recommend other books in this series.) 

 

 

Title: Never Smile at a Monkey: And 17 Other Important Things to Remember 

Author: Steve Jenkins 

Summary: When it comes to wild animals, everyone knows that there are certain things you 

just don't do. It's clearly a bad idea to tease a tiger, pull a python's tail, or bother a black 

widow spider. But do you know how dangerous it can be to pet a platypus, collect a cone shell, or touch a 

tang fish? Some creatures have developed unusual ways of protecting themselves or catching prey, and 

this can make them unexpectedly hazardous to your health. In this dynamic and fascinating picture book 

by Steve Jenkins, you'll find out what you should never do if you encounter one of these surprisingly 

dangerous animals.  (We also recommend other books by this author.) 

 

Title: Horrible Harry Moves Up to Third Grade 

Author: Suzy Kline 

F&P Level: L 

Summary: Third grade brings lots of surprises, but one thing hasn't changed a bit—Harry 

and Sidney are still sworn enemies. And their relationship only gets worse when Sidney 

accidentally kills Harry's pet spider. But Harry comes up with a horribly funny way to get 

revenge during a class trip to a creepy copper mine. (We also recommend other books by this author.) 

 

Title: Catwings 

Author: Ursula LeGuin 

F&P Level: N 

Summary: Down an alley in a dumpster, Mrs. Jane Tabby gives birth to four kittens. But 

these are no ordinary kittens, each one has a pair of wings. Although Mrs. Tabby is not 

bothered by her kittens' appearance, her neighbors are not so charitable; when the 

kittens are old enough to fly, Mrs. Tabby sends her children out into the world. Because 

both winged and four-footed creatures mistrust them, the kittens have trouble finding a place to live, 

but eventually discover a loving home. 
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Title: Face to Face with Dolphins 

Author: Flip and Linda Nicklin  

Summary: You’re in the water, and suddenly, right beside you, he is beaming brightly. 

You’re face to face with a dolphin, one of the friendliest mammals on Earth. Dive deep 

into the dolphins’ realm with Flip Nicklin, one of the world’s foremost photographers of 

these smiling wonders. Meet dolphin types, from botus to orcas to bottlenose; see how 

they nurse, fish, and echolocate. 

 

Title: How to Eat Fried Worms 

Author: Thomas Rockwell 

F&P Level: R 

Summary: When four friends, Billy, Tom, Alan, and Joe meet one day to discuss why Tom 

failed to join the others in a trespassing incident, they learn that he was kept indoors for 

not eating his dinner. Billy, the group's unofficial leader, teases Tom's finicky ways, 

claiming that he could eat almost anything. This kind of statement leads to a dare. Could Billy eat a 

worm? How about fifteen worms? How about fifteen worms in fifteen days for fifty dollars? The bet is 

made. Billy can use any condiment he chooses and may eat the worms broiled, fried, baked, or however he 

prefers. As the contest continues, Alan and Joe attempt to find ways to win an increasingly desperate 

war against Billy. This all inevitably leads to fights, panicked late-night worm hunts, and an ending that 

will have you gripping the edge of your seat as Billy's little brother Pete comes through at the last 

minute. 

 

Title: Capital Mysteries #1: Who Cloned the President? 
Author: Ron Roy 

F&P Level: M 

Summary: KC Corcoran always watches the news. So it’s no surprise that she notices right 

away when the president starts acting funny on TV. He’s stiff and awkward. He’s even signing 

papers with the wrong hand. There’s only one explanation–the president has been cloned! And it’s up to 

KC and her best friend, Marshall, to save him. (We also recommend other books in this series.) 

 

Title: Frankly Frannie 

Author: AJ Stern 

Summary: Frannie, known this week as Frankly, is a girl on a mission. After she gets over 

the initial relief of being allowed to go with her class to the local radio station–she decides 

that it is time to get a job. She fashions her own business cards and résumé, which she 

plans on leaving at the station during the trip. But Frankly can't help being her curious and do-gooder 

self, and things do not go as planned. Instead of finding a job, she finds a whole lot of on-air trouble. We 

also recommend other books in this series. 

 

Title: So You Want to Be President 
Author: Judith St. George 

F&P Level: S 

Summary: This book begins by noting some good things about being president (never having 

to take out the garbage or eat yucky vegetables), as well as some bad things (having to dress 

up all the time and be polite to everyone). It then compares and contrasts the backgrounds, 

qualifications, and characteristics of all 41 presidents, including such things as where they lived, how big 
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If you are struggling to pick out a book that is  

appropriate for your reading level, try this: 

 

1. Choose the book that you would like to read 

2. Look at a random page in the middle 

3. Put five fingers up 

4. Put one finger down for each word you cannot read or do not understand 

5. If you end up with five fingers down, the book may be too hard 

 

Happy Reading! 

their families were, their level of education, and the shape of their physiques. Some of the facts are 

well known by most, but there are lots of lesser-known backroom tidbits, too.  (Caldecott Medal) 

 

 

Title: The Case of the Gasping Garbage 

Author: Michele Torrey 

F&P Level: O 

Summary: Got a monster in your garbage can, and don't know why? A secret admirer gave 

you a love letter, and you're dying to know who sent it? Pick up the phone and call the best 

science detectives in the fourth grade: Drake Doyle and Nell Fossey. They've got your 

answer. And not just any answer. The right answer. So sharpen your pencil, polish your magnifying glass, 

grab that disappearing ink, and help Doyle and Fossey crack the case in four mysterious episodes, 

complete with science experiments to do at home! 

 

Title: The Velveteen Rabbit 

Author: Marjorie Williams 

F&P Level: Q 

Summary: Given as a Christmas gift to a young boy, the Velveteen Rabbit lives in the 

nursery with all of the other toys, waiting for the day when the Boy (as he is called) will 

choose him as a playmate. In time, the shy Rabbit befriends the tattered Skin Horse, the 

wisest resident of the nursery, who reveals the goal of all nursery toys: to be made "real" through the 

love of a human. 

 

 

 

 

Just-Right” Books Five Finger Test 
 

 


