
West Long Branch Community,

I hope everyone is enjoying their summer and spending time for self-care and relaxation. It
is hard to believe how much time has passed since our students were walking the halls of
the Frank Antonides School. I am joyfully anticipating their return to a new school year,
along with the exciting opportunities we have created for them.  As we approach the
2022-2023 school year, there are important changes I would like to share with you to
prepare your child for a successful and positive experience.

The Frank Antonides School is implementing an updated master schedule to maximize
student learning and to address the unique needs of our students. The schedule will consist
of a 10 period day, and will include new science and social studies elective opportunities at
each grade level. In year one of the master schedule implementation, this elective will serve
as an extension of the core academic class to provide opportunities for enrichment in the
particular subject area, with the exception of grade six (6) where students will participate in
a Robotics class.  This is a multi-year project with the goal of establishing robust elective
opportunities for all grade levels.

One of the highlights of this schedule is the addition of a “WIN” period.  “WIN” (which stands
for “What I Need”) is a time when teachers will provide personalized instruction to further
meet the academic needs of each learner in every classroom.  As such, it is a period for
reinforcement (which will be implemented by core academic teachers as needed), support
(which will be implemented in SOAR classes for struggling learners, REACH classes for
special education students, and ESL sessions for English Language Learners), and/or
enrichment (which is inclusive of AT, music lessons, and Genius Hour). If your child is
scheduled for a SOAR class and Genius Hour during the same period, teachers will
collaborate to determine a minimum of one day per week for your child to work on a passion
project in lieu of attending SOAR.  The day may vary from week to week, depending on the
amount of academic support is needed by your child at any given time.

Sparking students' drive to learn is the utmost priority at the Frank Antonides School.  As
such, incorporating the Genius Hour into our master schedule will be integral to creating a
school day filled with new opportunities. Genius Hour is an approach to learning where
students are guided by their own interests, background knowledge, and curiosity to learn. It
is inquiry based learning which encourages creativity and collaboration. As part of your
child’s Genius Hour project, he/she will brainstorm ideas, develop a driving question,
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research their chosen topic, and create a product that is digital, physical, or service-oriented
to be shared with his/her class. Please note that Genius Hour projects will not be graded.
The intent of the project is for students to learn about something he/she is passionate about
in a way that is self-directed and supported as needed by his/her Genius Hour teacher.

We are very excited about the new opportunities our students will enjoy with the changes
made to the master schedule.

If you have any questions regarding the updated master schedule, please feel free to
contact me at awinter@wlbschools.com, or call the Frank Antonides School main office at
(732) 222- 5900 extension 1151.

Sincerely,

M��. All�so� Winte�
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